October 8th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Not that much to report in this letter. The Olympic Games are over. I watched part of the closing ceremony. With all the pop bands, it was mainly a worldwide advertising campaign for Australian music. Still, the games seemed to be a great success, except for the shadow of drugs/cheating hanging over everything. Did you hear about the NZ tourist who was killed by a great white shark only 50 m from the shore while surfing? This happened, I believe, in the south of the country nowhere near the Sydney games.

Got your letter a few days ago from Tunisia. Interesting about the exercises you unit was involved in and also something of the poverty you observed. I didn’t think Tunisia was a poor country, so this was interesting. Your giving the little gifts to the poor kids was a fine gesture and shows the ‘heart of gold’ that you have. From what you said in your least letter, I guess you must be receiving my mail. Yes, I was confused about your travels as you had never laid them out in chronological order. Perhaps you and you unit don’t always know yourselves where you are going for security reasons. I hope you are OK. Like you, I also found that Leonie et al just seemed to disappear during the summer and couldn’t be contacted.

We have had two holidays in the past week. Last Monday (October 1st) was Chinese National Day (and also Nana’s birthday). The day was also used to commemorate those who died defending HK in World War II. International in nature, but held in the outside court of the City Hall instead of at the Cenotaph. (The Cenotaph is still used for the November remembrance, I think. The November date is the Sunday nearest the day WWI ended [the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, 1918.]) Then Friday was the holiday for the Chung Yuen (autumn grave sweeping) festival. Fortunately, there were a few heavy thunder showers on that day which prevented hill fires, which is a common feature of these festivals when people light joss sticks, candles and paper. Again, many people headed for China for the long weekend. 

The thunderstorm on Friday came on quickly and cut short my swim. Had done only 350 m of the intended 1200 m when the pool was closed. So I went back on Saturday to do the swim again. Easy to do this when the pool (and the gym) are included in the monthly room rate. 

The new legislative council met this past week following the recent elections. There is a lot of concern at the moment about the ‘public order’ ordinance. This commits people to apply to the Police for a permit and to describe what they want to do before holding a protest. It was brought in after the 1997 handover to revoke a law which allowed people to protest with​out a permit. Recently, some university students were charged with violence and holding an illegal (i.e. no permit) assembly a few months ago. The government dithered before actually charging them. Well, the issue eventually reached to the university heads. Arthur Li, the VC of CUHK was prominent, saying the government should not prosecute them as it did not do the same to other groups who had acted in similar ways. There was a feeling, which the government denied, that the charges were brought for political reasons. The government has just dropped the charges!

You have probably heard about the overthrow of President Miloslovic in Serbia. It was building up but the end happened very quickly. The US now wants to reduce the number of its troops in the Balkans (4000, I think, and the $4 billion p.a. it costs!). 

Got a letter from Nana a few days ago. She mentioned about Stephen. Did you know he and his wife are living on the West Coast? She has a teaching job there. Not sure if Stephen has a job yet or not. Teaching jobs are difficult to get in Christchurch. They were in my day too, but as I was such a good teacher!!! I got the job I wanted at Burnside High School after finishing the year at Teachers’ College.

No more letters for a couple of weeks. I will be in England for a while having a break. Very tired and couldn’t have a holiday in the summer as I had to go to Singapore. 

That’s about it for now. Cheers.

Dad

PS. Have stopped sending the letters by e-mail. If your ISP is like mine, there is a space limit and all my letters may be filling it up. But if you want me to send them by e-mail, just let me know.
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